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WEEK OF NOVEMBER 1, 2009

DISCUSSION: TOGETHER AS A GROUP

1. Christmas is coming soon, so many of us are starting to think about giving
(and, perhaps, receiving) gifts. Go around the room and share your thoughts
about the characteristics of a good gift. Is it the “Wow” factor? Is it
meaningful? Is it personal? Thoughtful? Useful? Expensive? Meaningful?
Unexpected? Give an example of a great gift you have received at some point
and explain what made it great.

SCRIPTURE READING: LUKE 11:1-13

10ne day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples
said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples."

2He said to them, "When you pray, say:
" 'Father,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come.
3Give us each day our daily bread.
4Forgive us our sins,
for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
And lead us not into temptation.""

5Then he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at
midnight and says, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, ®because a friend of mine
on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set before him.’

7"Then the one inside answers, 'Don't bother me. The door is already locked, and
my children are with me in bed. I can't get up and give you anything.' 8] tell you,
though he will not get up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet
because of the man's boldness he will get up and give him as much as he needs.

9"So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and
the door will be opened to you. 1%For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks
finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.
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11"Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead?
12Q0r if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13If you then, though you are evil,
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in
heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"

FOR DISCUSSION

e The idea of prayer may sound simple to some but, in fact, it can be quite a
daunting task once you actually try to do it! Jesus’ disciples came to Him
with a request: not that He would teach them about prayer, but that He
would teach them how to pray. He honors their request, which tells us
that there is a “How” element to prayer.

e Jesus gives His disciples a model, or template, for how to pray, and then
takes the discussion to a whole other level. Itis one thing to know how,
but something entirely different to know why we should pray. Jesus uses
a series of illustrations to construct a logical argument that reveals
something very important about the character of God that ought to draw
us to eagerly and boldly approach Him! Humans, even though we are
sinful, will give to help others out of compassion and sometimes just out
of the embarrassment of being put on the spot! God, however, is not
sinful like we are. He just loves to give good gifts to His children—itis a
pure and perfect part of His nature. (There is excellent scholarly material
on verses 1-8 in the Knowledge Supplement that follows the Study Guide).

2. Most of us would probably agree with the statement “God is good” or “God is
love”. Now, re-read verses 9-10 (have someone do it aloud). Be honest!
Does this statement ring true when you read it? Do you struggle with it
somewhere inside of yourself, and if so, what might cause you to struggle
with it?

e Perhaps we haven’t always received what we’ve asked God for. Maybe
we have very important questions that still lack answers, or (with
apologies to U2) we still haven’t found what we’re looking for.

3. What does it mean when we don’t receive what we ask for?

e We need to pay careful attention to the three imperative words in verse 9
before we jump to the promises that follow them: Ask, seek, and knock.
Let’s make some quick observations about these words:

o “Ask”—what do we ask for, and why? By the time we arrive at
(and travel through) adulthood we have developed some
substantial and difficult questions and accumulate some real
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needs—questions and needs that compel us to search for
solutions.

o There is a basic element of belief or faith involved in asking,
seeking, and knocking. We don'’t typically ask unless we believe
there is an answer; or seek unless we believe there is something to
be found, or knock unless we believe there is something or
someone of value on the other side of the closed door.

4. Have someone read James 4:1-3.

e When we ask, we are typically looking for a specific outcome. We live in a
materialistic culture, so we might expect Jesus’ promise to mean that if I
ask for material things then [ will receive material things. (See
supplement for scholarly notes on this subject)

5. Go back and read Luke 11:11-13. What do you see about the Father’s gift-
giving in these verses?

6. Let’s apply this personally! Do you have a deep, unanswered question, or
unfulfilled goal or desire? If you feel comfortable doing so, share this with
your group—this could be a great opportunity to build community together
and help to build each other’s faith.

¢ Inthe end, Jesus is very specific about how and what God gives—He gives
the Holy Spirit to those who ask. The Holy Spirit is described in the Bible
as having numerous roles and characteristics—He is a teacher, a guide, a
helper, an intercessor, a comforter, and a constant companion.

7. Asyoureflect on the question, goal, or desire you shared earlier—is it met,
whether today or at some point in the future, by the reality of His presence?
Close your time together by talking through this reality, and what it means to
those things that seem unanswered or perhaps just don’t make sense. Read
Hebrews 4:14-16. Don'’t forget to pray for each other!

KNOWLEDGE: STUDYING FOR GROWTH

PERSONAL APPLICATION

Jesus has clearly presented the Holy Spirit as the ultimate gift. As a practice this
week, go to www.biblegateway.com, and type “Holy Spirit” into the search box. It
will give you a list of passages that speak of the Holy Spirit. Take some time each
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day to read one or more of these (be sure to read not just the single verses, but also
the context that surrounds them). Take some time to think deeply about the roles
and characteristics ascribed to the Spirit, and how you see Him working in these
ways in your life. As you identify these, acknowledge them specifically to God—He
is fulfilling His promises! Thank Him, praise Him, and be motivated continually by
your faith in God’s love and generosity to bring your unanswered questions and
unfulfilled needs to Him!

SCHOLARLY NOTES ON LUKE 11:1-13
FROM DR. TOM CONSTABLE

THE RELATION OF DISCIPLES
TO GOD THE FATHER, LUKE 11:1-13

Jesus continued to point out the disciple's proper relationships. Having explained
their relation to their neighbors (10:25-37) and to Himself (10:38-42), He now
instructed them on their relation to their heavenly Father. This pericope, as the
former one, clarifies the meaning of the first commandment (10:27).

This whole section consists of teaching on prayer. Luke presented prayer as a major
subject in which Jesus instructed His disciples whereas in Matthew prayer
instruction is incidental to other themes. The teaching in the present section of this
Gospel gives help to disciples who need to learn how to pray and encouragement
that God will hear and answer their prayers. The disciples' request for instruction
on how to pray (v. 1) resulted in Jesus giving them a pattern prayer (vv. 2-4). He
then gave them a parable that illustrates God's willingness to answer (vv. 5-8), a
promise that God would answer (v. 9), and further assurance showing God's
readiness to answer their prayers (vv. 10-13).

The Lord's Prayer 11:1-4 (cf. Matt. 6:9-13)

Luke's record of Jesus' teaching the Lord's Prayer differs significantly enough from
Matthew's account that we can safely conclude that Jesus gave similar teaching on
separate occasions. This repetition illustrates the importance that Jesus attached to
this subject.

11:1 This verse gives the setting for the teaching that follows. This is the fifth
time that Luke referred to Jesus praying (3:21; 5:16; 6:12; 9:18, 28; cf.
22:32,40-44; 23:46). It was apparently Jesus' frequent praying that
alerted His disciples to its importance and made them feel their need for
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11:2

His help in their praying. This is the only time the Gospel writers
recorded that someone asked Jesus for teaching, another indication of the
importance of this instruction. The disciples did not ask for instruction on
the subject of prayer. They wanted help praying. Evidently they wanted
Jesus to give them a prayer that they could use that would be appropriate
in view of their distinctive relationship to God as believers in Jesus. Other
Jewish groups, such as John's disciples, had their own distinctive prayers.

Jesus' introduction to this prayer implied that He intended the disciples
to repeat it verbatim. His introduction to the teaching that Matthew
reported implied that He was giving them a model or sample prayer
(Matt. 6:9). "Whenever" (Gr. hoten) implies that they would pray this
prayer frequently.

Jesus first focused attention on the person of God. The term "Father" (Gr.
pater, Aramaic abba) is both an intimate and a respectful title. By using it
the disciples were expressing the relationship that they enjoyed with God
because of their relationship with Jesus (cf. John 20:17; Rom. 8:14-17;
Gal. 4:6). The closeness of their relationship with Jesus is apparent in that
they could now address God as their Father as Jesus addressed God as His
Father (cf. 10:21). This does not mean, of course, that disciples enjoy
exactly the same relationship that the Son of God enjoys with the Father.

"The use of the intimate form was the amazing new thing that
Jesus wished to teach his disciples, initiating them into the same
close relationship with the father that he enjoyed. . ."

Two sets of petitions follow. Two petitions relate to God's cosmic
purposes and three to the disciples' personal needs. The clause "hallowed
be your name" means "may everyone regard your name as holy" (cf. Lev.
22:32; Ps. 79:9; 111:9; Isa. 29:23). God's name is essentially the sum of
His attributes, and effectively it is His reputation among people. This
petition is as much an expression of worship as it is a petition. It asks God
to act so people will regard Him as holy, to cause situations in which they
will reverence and obey Him rather than blaspheming and sinning against
Him.

"The aorist tense here suggests that a specific time of fulfillment
is in mind. This may be the coming of the kingdom."?

1 1. Howard Marshall, The Gospel of Luke, New International Greek Testament Commentary series
(Exeter, England: Paternoster Press, 1978), 456.

2 Liefeld, Walter L. "Luke." In Matthew-Luke. Vol. 8 of The Expositor's Bible Commentary. 12 vols.
Edited by Frank E. Gaebelein and ]. D. Douglas. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1984)

947.
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11:3

11:4

This view finds support in the recurrence of the aorist tense and a specific
reference to the kingdom in the second petition. However the first
petition is also for the honor of God's name generally. The coming of the
kingdom is a desirable condition because it will result in universal
blessing as well as great honor for God. If the messianic kingdom had
already begun, as some scholars affirm, this prayer would hardly been
necessary. This second petition addresses God's program.

This was a typically Jewish prayer so far except for the addition of
"Father." Both petitions were concerns of the Jews as they anticipated the
arrival of the messianic kingdom.

The third petition, the first one in the second group of petitions, deals
with the disciples' provisions. The parallel request in Matthew has the
aorist tense indicating a simple act of giving (Matt. 6:11), but this one has
the present tense suggesting a continuing daily provision. The ideas are
complementary rather than contradictory. Matthew's prayer also has
“today" stressing the present need whereas Luke's prayer has "each day"
pointing to the disciples' continuing need for God's supply. "Daily" (Gr.
epiousion) not only means day by day but also carries the connotation of
sufficient or necessary. This idea may be primary in epiousion here since
"each day" has already expressed the idea of God providing day by day.

"Bread"” (Gr. artos) frequently represents food generally and probably
does here too (cf. 7:33; John 13:18; 2 Thess. 3:8). Thus it is improbable
that Jesus meant that disciples should only request the barest necessities
of life. The Jews in the wilderness learned to trust God for their food day
by day (Exod. 16:4; Deut. 8:6-10). People in Jesus' day normally received
their pay daily, so they understood this need too. It may be harder for us
to remember that we are dependent on God for our daily sustenance
since most of us do not live from hand to mouth so literally.

The fourth petition requests God's pardon. Luke used the simple word
"sins" (Gr. hamartia) rather then the Jewish idiom "debts" (Gr.
opheilemata) that Matthew employed. The believer in Jesus has already
received forgiveness from the guilt of his or her sins (cf. 5:20; 7:47; Rom.
5:1; 8:1; Eph. 1:7). Therefore the forgiveness Jesus spoke of here is the
forgiveness that is necessary for the maintenance of fellowship with the
Father (cf. 1 John 1:5-10). A person's unwillingness to forgive others who
have wronged him or her may indicate that he or she knows nothing of
God's forgiveness (cf. 7:47). Conversely one's willingness to forgive other
people shows that one recognizes his or her own need for forgiveness.

The fifth petition requests divine protection. This request does not imply
that God might entice us into sin (cf. James 1:1-15). Nevertheless God
does allow people to undergo temptation (Gr. peirasmos) in the sense of
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the testing of their faithfulness (4:1-12; cf. Deut. 6—8). This petition
expresses the disciple's awareness of his or her need for God's help in
avoiding excessive temptation and enduring all temptation. It is
essentially a request for help in remaining faithful to God. The unusual
reverse form of this petition is due to its being a figure of speech (i.e.,
litotes) in which the writer expressed a positive idea by stating its
negative opposite. This construction accentuates the contrast with the
preceding fourth petition.

The parable of the persistent friend 11:5-8

Having helped his disciples to pray, Jesus now gave them incentive to pray. He
contrasted the character of God and the character of the reluctant neighbor in His
story (cf. v. 13; 18:1-8). This parable contains a very helpful and encouraging
revelation of God's character (cf. 10:22). Understanding the character of God
removes many of the problems we have with prayer. This parable also encourages
disciples to pray in spite of no immediate answers. It addresses the common feeling
that prayer may be useless since God does not grant answers as one might expect
Him to.

"The point of the parable is clearly not: Go on praying because God will
eventually respond to importunity; rather it is: Go on praying because
God responds graciously to the needs of his children."3

11:5-6  Hospitality was a sacred duty in the ancient Near East. When visitors
arrived, the host would normally provide lodging under his roof and food
to eat. The host in this parable did not have enough bread for his guest, so
he appealed to his neighbor for some. The fact that he came knocking on
his friend's door at such a late hour as midnight indicates that this was an
inconvenient time for the neighbor. Jesus did not explain why the man
came so late, and the reason is irrelevant.

11:7-8  This unfriendly behavior of this "friend" is understandable since in the
typical one-room Palestinian home the whole family, and even often the
household animals, all slept near each other. In the parable the sleeping
neighbor's desire to avoid shame in the eyes of the knocking host, and
probably in the eyes of all his neighbors once his inhospitable behavior
became known, led him to get up and give his neighbor bread.

Jesus was contrasting, not comparing, God's attitude with the friend's attitude (vv.
9-13). God's attitude toward His children is the opposite of the attitude of the friend
toward his knocking neighbor. God will not grant answers to prayer to avoid shame,
as this man did. He will grant them unselfishly and lovingly. Jesus' point was that if
shame was effective with such a friend how much more eagerly will the heavenly

3 Marshall, The Gospel. . . ., p. 462.
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Father respond when His children make requests of Him. God is more than the
friend of disciples; He is their father.

Encouragements to pray 11:9-13
A PROMISE FROM JESUS, 11:9-10

11:9 Jesus introduced this promise with a phrase that underlined its reliability
and gave His personal guarantee. Everyone who asks of God will receive
from Him, not just the persistent (cf. Matt. 7:7-8). In the context everyone
is every one of His children (v. 13). Jesus urged His disciples to pray. He
probably meant that we must ask to receive (cf. James 4:2). Those who
seek God's attention and response in prayer will find it (cf. Jer. 29:12-13).
Those who knock on the closed door of God's heavenly house will find
that He will open to them and give them what is best (cf. v. 7).

"In other words, don't come to God only in the midnight emergencies,
but keep in constant communion with your Father."

11:10 Verse 10 gives the justification for the promise in verse 9. It sets forth the
absolute certainty of what Jesus just said. God will definitely respond to
the prayers of His children. A stronger promise is difficult to imagine. The
response of many Christians to this promise is: [ asked but did not
receive. | sought God but did not feel I got through to Him. I knocked at
His door, but He did not admit me. However the unusual strength with
which Jesus gave this promise should encourage us to believe Him in
spite of appearances. We may not have received yet. We may not feel that
we got through to God, but Jesus said we did. We may feel that we are
knocking on heavens of brass, but Jesus promised that God entertained
our prayetr.

AN ARGUMENT FROM LOGIC, 11:11-13

11:11-12 These two examples further enforce the point that God will respond to
our prayers, and they stress that He will do so kindly (cf. Matt. 7:9-10).
Since God is our heavenly Father, He will do no less than a normal earthly
father would do. Even a good earthly father would not give his son who
asked for a fish or an egg a snake or a scorpion. When curled up, large
Palestinian scorpions can resemble eggs. Such a response would be cruel
rather than loving since the substitution would involve no real giving but
deception and even danger.

11:13 Jesus drew His climactic conclusion (cf. Matt. 7:11). Since God is perfect
He will do much more than a sinful father would do. When Jesus gave this

4+ Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Expositon Commentary. 2 vols.,(Wheaton: Scripture Press,
Victory Books, 1989) 1:215. Author's italics removed.
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teaching the Holy Spirit did not yet indwell every believer (Acts 2:33; cf.
Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4). The greatest blessing God could give a believer
then was the possession of His Spirit. Thus the gift of the Holy Spirit was
God's greatest possible gift for the disciples who first heard this teaching.
In effect Jesus was saying that the heavenly Father would give the best
gifts to those who ask Him. Believers today do not need to ask God to give
them the Holy Spirit because He does this when we trust in His Son (Rom.
8:9).

The fact that God gives only good gifts to His children explains why He
does not give us everything we request, even things that look good to us.
Thus we need to understand Jesus' promise that God will give us what we
ask (vv. 9-10) as referring only to things that are good for us.

In this important teaching on prayer Jesus gave His disciples a distinctive prayer to
pray that expressed appropriate concerns for them because of their unique
relationship to God. Then He showed how eager and ready God was to answer their
prayers. Finally He promised that God would definitely respond to their prayers but
only by giving them truly good gifts. Throughout He stressed the character of God
and the disciple's privileged relationship to Him.



