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F U T U R E   

WEE K O F OC T OBER  2 5 ,  2 0 0 9  

DISCUSSION: TOGETHER AS A GROUP 

1. Have each member briefly share something that happened unexpectedly in 
his/her life.  This could be a national/global event (i.e. 9/11, a recession, the 
“dot com” collapse, etc.), or a personal event (loss of job, sudden death of a 
loved one, etc.).  Answer this question: “What might you have done in 
preparation had you known this event was coming?” 

 

SCRIPTURE READING: LUKE 12:35-40 

35“Be dressed for service and keep your lamps burning, 36as though you were 
waiting for your master to return from the wedding feast. Then you will be ready to 
open the door and let him in the moment he arrives and knocks. 37The servants who 
are ready and waiting for his return will be rewarded. I tell you the truth, he himself 
will seat them, put on an apron, and serve them as they sit and eat! 38He may come 
in the middle of the night or just before dawn. But whenever he comes, he will 
reward the servants who are ready. 

 39“Understand this: If a homeowner knew exactly when a burglar was coming, he 
would not permit his house to be broken into. 40You also must be ready all the time, 
for the Son of Man will come when least expected.” 

FOR DISCUSSION 

  We know for certain that an event is on the horizon—Our Master and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, is going to return!  In the context where we find these 
parables Jesus is teaching His disciples about the nature of His Kingdom.   

 After addressing the issues of generosity (vv 13-21) and anxiety (vv. 22-
34), Jesus turns the focus toward readiness.  He utilizes two brief parables 
to teach two different aspects of His return.  In the first (vv. 35-38), His 
return is likened to the return of a bridegroom from a wedding feast.  
Ancient Near Eastern weddings were lavish festivals that could last for 
days.  The bridegroom figure in this story represents the Head of a new 
household—a position of highest authority in a newly established realm.  
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(See the notes that follow this section for more insight into the meaning of 
this parable.) 

2. Jesus addresses his disciples in this parable and compares them to the 
household servants that are awaiting the return of the bridegroom from the 
wedding feast.  He instructs them to “be dressed for service” and to “keep 
your lamps burning.”  As present-day disciples of Christ, what would it look 
like for us to be “dressed for service” or to “have our lamps burning”?   
 

3. Christ’s return is imminent, though it may seem delayed (perhaps in the 
middle of the night—allegorically speaking).  The idea is that delay, or the 
onset of night, may cause the servants to be not quite as vigilant in their 
preparedness.  What factors might cause us to “go to sleep” or distract our 
attention from the coming establishment of His Kingdom? 
 

 In the second parable (vv. 39-40), the return of Christ is compared to the 
coming of a thief.  No one knows when a thief is going to come, so you 
take basic precautions to maintain a constant state of readiness—lock 
your doors, set an alarm, build a fence, or keep a guard dog, to name a 
few.  Christ’s return is compared to the coming of a thief—not in a sinister 
sense, but in a sudden and unexpected one. 
 

4. How do we maintain a constant state of readiness for the coming of Christ?  
How might it shape our plans and goals?  
 

 In the succeeding verses (41-48), Jesus responds to a clarifying question 
from Peter.  His expectation is clear: He expects to find His servants in 
obedient service at His return.  His expectation is accompanied by an 
exciting promise of reward for obedience as well as a stern warning 
against negligence.  (The notes that follow this section include a discussion 
of these verses as well and may provide some helpful insight to your 
understanding of Jesus’ teaching.) 
 

5. Jesus Christ is our Lord; we are His servant/disciples.  He is coming, and 
coming with expectations of us.  Close with a time of prayer, and use it as an 
opportunity to confess areas of negligence, disobedience, or selfishness and 
to commit ourselves to obedient readiness.  Pray for one another, and 
perhaps take some time afterward to discuss how your group might be able 
to assist each other in your pursuit of a constant state of readiness.   
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KNOWLEDGE: STUDYING FOR GROWTH 

PERSONAL APPLICATION 

We always need to be evaluating our lives in light of God’s Word.  You may want to take a 
few minutes in the evening or early in the morning to reflect on your own decisions, 
interactions with others, plans and goals in light of this week’s text.  It may be helpful to 
record your observations in a journal—sometimes putting it on paper requires you to 
process these thoughts more deeply and can help you to prayerfully submit specific aspects 
of your life and relationships to the Lordship of Christ in obedient preparation for His 
return. 

 

SCHOLARLY NOTES ON LUKE 12:35-48  
FROM DR. TOM CONSTABLE 

THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN 12:35-48 

 

Jesus' teaching of the disciples continued without a break. However the subject 
shifted from ceasing to be anxious about material possessions to being ready for the 
Son of Man's coming. Freedom from anxiety can lead to laziness. Jesus did not want 
His disciples to be lazy but to prepare for His return. He taught this lesson with two 
parables. This teaching is the first indication in Luke that Jesus would leave His 
disciples and then return to them later. 
 
The importance of readiness 12:35-40 
Jesus pictured His disciples as servants waiting expectantly for their master's return 
(cf. Mark 13:33-37). He promised them a reward beyond imagination for their 
faithfulness. The parable of the 10 virgins is similar to this one in its teaching (cf. 
Matt. 25:1-13).  
 
JESUS' ENCOURAGEMENT 12:35 
 
The word "treasure" occurred at the beginning and the end of the preceding 
teaching and indicated its subject (vv. 21, 34). Likewise the word "ready" serves the 
same function in this pericope1 (vv. 35, 40). Disciples need to be ready for service 
and ready to dispel the darkness in the future as they do in the present. 
 

The parable of the faithful servants 12:36-38 

                                                             
1 Merriam-Webster: “a selection from a book” 
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12:36  In this parable the master returns from a wedding feast. Perhaps Jesus 
had the heavenly marriage supper of Jesus with His bride, the church, in 
view (cf. Rev. 4—5). This event will precede His second coming to the 
earth (Rev. 19). Jesus was not referring to the messianic banquet since 
that will follow the Second Coming. The disciples in view are on earth, 
and Jesus is returning from heaven. Thus this parable is most directly 
applicable to disciples living on the earth during the Great Tribulation. It 
also teaches Christian disciples to be ready for the Lord's coming at the 
Rapture. Jesus could have returned as soon as seven years after His 
ascension, so the disciples who first heard Him speak these words also 
needed to be ready. 

 
12:37-38  The blessing that Jesus promised was that the Master would serve His 

servants. This was unthinkable in Jesus' world (cf. John 13:3-8). However, 
Jesus enforced its certainty with a strong affirmation that Luke did not 
record Him using since 4:24. The messianic banquet on earth at the 
beginning of the millennium is evidently in view here. 

 
"Eschatological fulfillment, and specifically sharing in God's 
reign, is repeatedly pictured in terms of a festive meal in Luke. 
This association must be considered when interpreting the meal 
scenes and references to a future meal in the gospel, which have 
an unusually prominent place in Luke's account of the ministry 
of Jesus."2 

Messiah will continue to serve His people during the messianic kingdom, 
but He will honor the faithful especially. The second watch was from 9:00 
p.m. to midnight, and the third watch was from midnight to 3:00 a.m. by 
Jewish reckoning. These periods present the present world as a place of 
darkness in which a disciple can sleep rather than bear witness. 
 

The importance of watchfulness 12:39-40 

12:39  Jesus chose another illustration of the importance of preparedness. He 
compared His return to the coming of a thief in this one. The point is that 
those whom He visited would not expect His return. This illustration 
gives a warning whereas the previous one provided encouragement. The 
previous one presented the possibility of delay, but the present one 
stresses sudden and unexpected arrival.3 

 

                                                             
2 Robert C. Tannehill, The Narrative Unity of Luke-Acts: A Literary Interpretation. Vol. 1: The 
Gospel according to Luke (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1986), 218. 
3 I. Howard Marshall, The Gospel of Luke, New International Greek Testament Commentary 
series (Exeter, England: Paternoster Press, 1978), 538. 
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12:40  Jesus concluded by applying the illustrations. By using the title "Son of 
Man" Jesus may have been implying that the coming of the Son of Man 
that Daniel had predicted was in view (Dan. 7:13-14). That prophecy 
dealt with His coming in glory to rule. Elsewhere Jesus said He did not 
know the time of His return (Matt. 24:36). However, it would be 
unexpected because the exact day and hour were unknown, and His 
return would surprise many people (cf. Matt. 24:36, 42, 44; 25:13; Mark 
13:32-33, 35). 

 
The importance of faithfulness 12:41-48 
 
PETER'S QUESTION 12:41 
 
Peter asked a clarifying question. He wanted to know if Jesus was aiming His 
warnings to be ready at the disciples alone or at the disciples and the crowd that 
was present and listening (v. 1). 

The parable of the two servants 12:42-48 (cf. Matt 24:45-51) 
 

12:42  Jesus answered Peter's question with one of His own. The answer to it 
gave Peter the answer to his question. Obviously the faithful and steward 
pictures a disciple. Jesus' question also taught that He would give such 
disciples authority over other servants of His in the future (i.e., the 
kingdom). Evidently Jesus meant that faithful disciples would have 
authority over His other servants in the kingdom (cf. 22:30; Matt. 19:28).  
It was common in Jesus' day for some servants to have authority over 
other servants within a household (cf. Matt. 18:21-35). Jesus was 
speaking of the leaders of His servants. 

 
12:43-44  Leading disciples who faithfully serve their fellow servants of the Lord 

during His absence can count on receiving greater responsibility after He 
returns. These faithful disciples will become Jesus' chief administrators in 
the kingdom (cf. Dan. 7:27). Authority in the kingdom is in view. 

 
12:45-46  However the disciple who disregards Jesus' warnings to be ready for His 

return and who is unfaithful, abusive, self-centered, and self-indulgent 
will end up with unbelievers when Jesus returns. The judgments at the 
beginning of the messianic kingdom immediately following the Second 
Coming are in view (Matt. 25:31-46). Since these disciples perish 
eternally they must be the religious leaders of their day who are 
unbelievers. Their horrible end is appropriate since they had great 
privilege and great responsibility but failed in their duty. 

 
12:47-48  Jesus clarified the standard by which He would judge these unfaithful 

servants. The extent of their knowledge of their Master's will would affect 
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their punishment (cf. Num. 15:30; Deut. 17:12; Ps. 19:13). Privilege 
increases responsibility (cf. 11:29-32; Rom. 2:12-13; James 3:1). This fact 
should not discourage disciples from discovering God's will but should 
motivate us to maintain our faithfulness as we increase our knowledge. 
All God's servants have a responsibility to know their Master's will as 
fully as we can, since we are His servants, and to do it. 

 
"This concern to admonish the leaders of the church also appears in Jesus' farewell 
discourse the night before his death (22:24-38) and in Paul's farewell address to the 
Ephesian elders (Acts 20:18-35). These passages mention various abuses of position 
by church leaders."4 

                                                             
4 Tannehill, 250. 


