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G E N E R O S IT Y   

WEE K O F S EP T EMB ER  2 7 ,  2 0 0 9 

DISCUSSION: TOGETHER AS A GROUP 

SCR IP TU R E R EAD ING:  LU KE 1 2 :1 6 -2 1   

1.  You have just been given $10,000.  You can’t give it away; you have to spend the money within 24 

hours.  What do you buy? 

 

Jesus has a great deal to say about money.  Why?  It takes money to survive.  We all have to pay bills, 

earn a living and make continual decisions about our money.  Jesus loves us too much to leave us 

without continual direction. 

 

Read together Luke 12:16-21 (below) 

16 And he told them a parable, saying, "The land of a rich man produced plentifully,  17 and he 

thought to himself, 'What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?'  18 And he said, 'I 

will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain 

and my goods.  19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; 

relax, eat, drink, be merry.'  20 But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required of you, 

and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?'  21 So is the one who lays up treasure 

for himself and is not rich toward God." 

 

2.  Before jumping in and looking at the details of 12:16-21, let’s check out the context.  Read the three 

verses which set-up Jesus telling the parable …12:13-15. 

For additional insight from biblical scholars check out page four. 

What comes to your mind when you hear Jesus’ statement in verse 15?   
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Jesus says, “…one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”  When have you become 

disappointed by something you purchased?    

 
3.  Look again at 12:16-19.  Break into 2-3 smaller groups (can be mixed groups or possibly break into 
guys in one group and gals in the other).  Spend a few minutes in your group rewriting verses 16-19 for 
the 21st century.  Share these updated parables with everyone. 
 
 
4.  Read again verses 20-21.  Why do you think Jesus called this man a fool in verse 20?  Do you think 
Jesus was too hard on him? 
 
For additional insight from biblical scholars check out page five. 
 
 
William Borden, a Yale graduate and heir to great wealth, seemed to have been born into the right 
family.  Borden, however, rejected a life of financial ease in order to bring the gospel to Muslims.  
Refusing even to buy himself a car, Borden gave away hundreds of thousands of dollars to missions.  In 
the back of his Bible Borden wrote, “No Reserves.  No Retreats.  No Regrets.”   After only four months of 
passionate ministry in Egypt, he contracted spinal meningitis and died at the age of twenty-five. 
 
Borden’s epitaph is engraved on a sun-scorched tombstone off an insignificant side street in Cairo, 
Egypt.  After describing his love and sacrifices for the kingdom of God and for Muslim people, the 
inscription ended with an amazing phrase, “Apart from faith in Christ, there is no explanation for such 
a life.” 
 
 
5.  What do you think when you hear of someone like Borden giving so much of his money, time, and 
even life?   
 
 
6.  Would anyone say of you, “Apart from faith in Christ, there is no explanation for your life?”  Do you 
want people to say this of you?  As you continue looking at verses 20 and 21, what areas of life come to 
mind where you aren’t rich toward God? 
 
 
7.  Let’s pray for each other to be rich toward God.  Feel free to share ways we can encourage each 
other and possibly hold each other accountable. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL  

The temptation of greed 12:13-15 (from Dr. Tom Constable on soniclight.com) 
 
12:13  
Evidently the person who made this request viewed Jesus as an ethical authority ("teacher," Gr. 
didaskale, cf. 7:40) that his brother would respect. His request appears to have been strictly materialistic 
with no spiritual overtones. The man voiced a legitimate concern. The request provided the setting for 
the teaching that followed. 
 
12:14 
 By asking this question, Jesus forced the man to consider who Jesus was.  This was the fundamental 
issue for this man. He had appealed to Jesus as a judge. Jesus asked if he realized what He was doing. 
Really God had appointed Jesus as this man's judge as well as everyone else's judge.  Hopefully the man 
faced the question of Jesus' authority over him and became a believer, but this was not Luke's concern 
in recording this incident. 
 
By answering as He did, Jesus was also refusing to pass judgment on the situation the man had 
presented to Him. He was competent to deal with it, but He refused to do so because He wanted to deal 
with another issue, namely, the man's materialism. 
 
12:15  
Jesus warned the man and the crowd, including His disciples, against every form of greed. Greed is 
wrong because it exalts possessions to a place of importance that is greater than the place they occupy. 
Quality of life is not proportionate to one's possessions. There is more to life than that. Even an 
abundance of possessions does not bring fullness of life. The man had implied that his life would be 
better if he had more possessions.  Jesus said that was not necessarily so. People should seek God rather 
than riches because God does bring fulfillment into life (cf. Col. 3:1-4). 
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The parable of the rich fool 12:16-21 (from Dr. Tom Constable on soniclight.com) 
 
12:16-18 
 Jesus told the parable of the rich fool to illustrate His point (v. 15). He presented the rich man as an 
intelligent farmer. The farmer did only what was reasonable. Jesus was not faulting him for his plans. 
Likewise the man's concern about his inheritance was a legitimate concern (v. 13). 
 
12:19  
The rich man's folly lay in what he failed to consider, not in the plans that he made. His words to himself 
indicate that he thought his life consisted in the abundance of his possessions alone, but there was more 
to life than he realized, namely, life beyond the grave. The man used a common form of address in 
speaking to himself (cf. Ps. 41:6, 12; 42:5). "Soul" or "self" translates the Greek psyche that frequently 
represents the whole person, as it does here (e.g., James 1:21; 5:20). 
 
12:20  
God said something different to the man than he had said to himself. This contrast shows the error of 
the rich man's thinking. In the Old Testament a fool is essentially someone who disbelieves or disregards 
God (e.g., Ps. 14:1; cf. Luke 11:40). That is precisely what this man had done regarding the meaning of 
life. He had thought that he would be comfortable for many years to come (v. 19), but God demanded 
his life that very night (cf. James 4:13-16). This loss of life contrasts with his accumulation of possessions. 
Now he had nothing left, and his possessions would pass to his heirs (cf. Eccles. 2:18-19). This fact could 
not have escaped the notice of the man who posed the question about his inheritance (v. 13). Even if 
he got part of his brother's inheritance, he might not keep it long.   
 
12:21  
Jesus drew the application. A person who only enriches himself and does not lay up treasure in heaven 
is a fool (cf. Matt. 6:19; 1 Tim. 6:6-10; James 1:10). "For himself" contrasts with "toward God." This 
translation preserves the form of the contrast in the Greek text. The point of the contrast is the 
difference between riches on earth and riches in heaven (cf. Matt. 6:19-21). 
 
"The man in the story was called a fool for confusing time with eternity, his body for his soul, and what 
was his for what was God's." 
 
In this teaching, with its illustrative parable, Jesus taught His disciples and the multitude to beware of a 
foolish attitude toward material possessions. The wrong attitude is that the richness of life depends on 
the richness of wealth. Disciples need to be aware of this viewpoint because the desire to increase 
wealth can draw them away from following Jesus faithfully. This is especially true since Jesus promised 
them opposition and persecution rather than wealth and comfort. Material possessions cannot provide 
the quality of life that intimacy with God can. Disciples should live with what God has revealed about life 
beyond the grave, specifically reward or loss of reward, clearly in view rather than living for the present. 
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"A test of our heart is how we give. Are we generous or are we hoarders?  This is a test that we have to 
engage in privately before the Lord. No one can tell someone else exactly how to answer such questions, 
for there is no magic percentage that is to be reached." 


