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S E R V A N T H O O D   

WEE K O F S EP T EMB ER  2 0 ,  2 0 0 9  

DISCUSSION: TOGETHER AS A GROUP 

SCR IP TU R E R EAD ING:  J O HN 1 3 :1 -1 7  (E SV)  

1.  What would your day look like if you knew it was your last day on earth?  Assume you 
have unlimited resources and power. 

Read together John 13:1-17 (below) 

1Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to 
depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, 
he loved them to the end. 2During supper, when the devil had already put it into the 
heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 3Jesus, knowing that the Father 
had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going 
back to God, 4rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, 
tied it around his waist. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6He 
came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, do you wash my feet?" 7 Jesus 
answered him, "What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will 
understand." 8 Peter said to him, "You shall never wash my feet." Jesus answered 
him, "If I do not wash you, you have no share with me." 9Simon Peter said to him, 
"Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!" 10Jesus said to him, "The 
one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely 
clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you." 11 For he knew who was to 
betray him; that was why he said, "Not all of you are clean." 

 12When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his 
place, he said to them, "Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me 
Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14If I then, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have given 
you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. 16Truly, truly, I 
say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than 
the one who sent him. 17If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 
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FOR  DI SCU SS IO N  

2. Chapters 13-17 of the Gospel of John record a detailed account of the hours Jesus 
spent with His disciples the very night before His crucifixion.  John prefaces this 
account by making a couple of very important statements:  

 “Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father.” 

 “Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he 
had come from God and was going back to God…” 

 
Did anyone say they would spend their last day cleaning the toilets of their closest 
friends?  This was the extent of Jesus’ servant heart.  He did have unlimited 
resources and power. 
 
In your own words, how would you describe the lesson Jesus was trying to 
communicate by washing His disciples’ feet? 
 

3. Look at the description John gives about Jesus’ relationship with His followers in 
John 13:1: “He loved them to the end.”  Faithful love is rare.  How have you seen 
faithful love in your life?  In what areas of life would you like people to say, “she/he 
loved them to the end.” 

Where have you seen God’s faithful love in your own life? 

 
4. Many times the most meaningful acts of service are performed by people who use 

tools that are handy to meet needs that are right around them—like a basin and a 
towel to alleviate the condition of dirty feet around a dinner table.  Look around you 
and within you right now, what is at your disposal to serve others? 
 

5. In the service this week we were encouraged to find our “fit”—a way in which we 
can uniquely serve others out of our strengths—the tools that are handy for us.  
Were you able to “Find your Fit?”  What are you?  A Ninja, Mastermind, Social 
Genius, Trailblazer or Guardian?  IS there a ministry in the church where you’ve 
found your fit? 
 

6. Share any prayer requests you have about being a servant.  Spend time praying we 
would all have the servant heart of our Savior. 
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TAKING IT DEEPER (OPTIONAL MATERIAL TO GO THROUGH 
DURING THE WEEK) 

TOO L S FOR  O BS ER VA T IO N 

When we read the Bible, it is helpful to employ certain tools in order to grasp what God is 
communicating through His Word.  One useful tool is to ask the basic investigative 
questions of the text—Who? What? When? Where? Why?  Try this with John 13:1-17; begin 
with a prayer to ask God’s Spirit to guide you as you look at His Word, and then ask some 
questions. 

1. Who is present or involved?  Make a list of people who are in the room.  Verse 5 tells 
us that Jesus’ disciples were present.  Who were they?  For help on this question, 
you can consult Matthew 10:1-4. 

2. What is taking place?  Make a list of events that are listed in the text.  Simple though 
they may seem—they may prove significant to your understanding later on. 

3. When were they there?  What time of the year was it?  What time of day?  How 
might these factors shed light on the story?  John tells us that Jesus ate the Passover 
feast with His disciples.  The time, manner, and significance of the Passover feast is 
described in Exodus 12. 

4. Where did this take place?  What is the surrounding environment like?   
5. Why did these events happen?   

The answers to these questions contain vital clues to help you gain a deeper, more 
meaningful understanding of the Scripture text! 

 

FOO T- WAS H ING  IN P R A C TI CE  

Look again at verse 14.  Jesus told His disciples that since He, their Lord and Teacher 
(Master), had washed their feet, they ought to follow His example by washing one another’s 
feet.  Did He intend for them to literally begin the practice of washing each other’s feet? 

The answer to this question has been the focus of much debate throughout the centuries of 
church history.  1 Timothy 5:10 contains the only other New Testament reference to 
washing saints’ feet.  Some of the earliest Christian congregations practiced feet-washing as 
a symbol of Christian worship, while others did not.  A church council in the 4th Century 
actually forbade the literal practice of feet-washing in the church. 

Church council or no church council, some Christian traditions have continued to observe 
“foot-washing” as a rite or ceremony.  In more recent times, the practice of feet-washing has 
been limited primarily to churches of the Anabaptist tradition, the largest representation of 
which is found in the Mennonite church, though there are others who practice it on occasion 
as well.  Peter C. Blum, a Mennonite scholar and writer, captures an important point, “We 
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know that when Jesus told us to do it for each other, what he really meant has little or 
nothing to do either with feet or with dirt.”   

The suggestion of washing someone else’s feet (or someone else washing yours) evokes a 
deeply personal response.  Peter reacted very strongly to the notion that Jesus would wash 
his feet.  It didn’t fit the order of things—it would be like the President guarding a member 
of the Secret Service.  Yet, Jesus turned the order of things on its head.  He equated 
greatness with servanthood.  The greatest is not the one whose feet are washed, but the one 
who washes them; she is not the one who is protected, but the one who protects; not the 
one who is served, but the one who serves.  We are not greater than our Jesus, our Lord and 
Teacher.  As such, is there any service that would benefit someone else that is beneath us? 

REFLECTION: INTIMACY WITH GOD 

Below you will find ideas for thought, prayer, reflection, and practice that are connected to 
some key topics found in this week’s text.   

 

HAV I NG LO V ED H IS OWN  WH O WER E I N T H E WOR L D,  HE LO VED T HE M T O T HE E N D  

 Read 1 John 4:7-21.  You can read or re-read this text in 2 or 3 different translations by 
entering “1 John 4:7-21” in the search box at www.biblegateway.com. 

 Prayer & Reflection: Spend a few minutes thinking about the miracle of God’s love and 
the ways He has shown His love.  Praise Him for being the loving God that He is, and 
thank Him for specific ways He has demonstrated His love to you personally. 

 Practice: List a few specific examples of how you have experienced God’s love.  The 
disciples witnessed the King of Kings washing their dusty feet and then He instructed 
them to follow His example.  Ask God how you can reflect the love He has shown you to 
someone nearby—and commit to follow through. 

"W HA T I  A M DO ING Y OU  DO NO T U NDER S TAND N O W,  
BU T AF T ER WAR D YOU  WI LL U ND ER S TAND . "  

 Read 2 Corinthians 12:1-10. 

 Prayer & Reflection:  Sometimes we just need to acknowledge that God is God and we 
are not.  We value power, knowledge, wisdom, influence, and control over our 
circumstances, yet God has only allowed us to have a very limited amount of these 
things.  What would happen if we always got what we wanted?   

 Practice: Submitting ourselves to the wisdom, authority, and power of God is something 
that must be done intentionally.  Where are you worried, dissatisfied, or frustrated?  
Where have you asked God to answer or act—yet it seems that He has “failed” to do so?  
This may be exactly the place where you need to acknowledge the fact that He is Lord 
and actively submit yourself to His wise guidance and timing in this issue.   

YOU  AR E C LEA N  
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 Read Matthew 15:10-20 and Revelation 7:9-17. 

 Prayer & Reflection:  What awesome news!  There are many wonderful aspects to 
having a relationship with Jesus Christ, and all of them are amazing, but perhaps none 
are any more so than the fact that we have been pronounced as clean.  This 
pronouncement only comes from God—there is nothing we can do in and of ourselves 
to make ourselves clean.   

 Practice: Jesus qualified this pronouncement, because not everyone there was clean.  Of 
course, He was referring to Judas.  If you are unsure whether or not you are clean in 
God’s eyes, then this is definitely something you will want to discuss with your 
community group leader or one of the pastors at Westport.  If you are confident that you 
are clean in Christ, then take a few moments and reflect on the implications of what it 
means to have been freed from sin. 

FOR  HE K NE W W HO W AS TO B ETR A Y H IM  

 Read Luke 6:27-36.   

 Prayer & Reflection: As striking as it is to picture Jesus washing His disciples’ feet, it is 
even more so to realize that Judas was in that group!  Spend some time thinking about 
the most difficult people in your life to serve, to love, or to forgive.  If Jesus could wash 
Judas’ feet, can He empower us to love and serve even the most difficult and 
undeserving? 

 Practice: Let’s put ourselves on the other side of the equation!  It may help to 
acknowledge the times when we have hurt someone else.  No one is deserving of God’s 
mercy and love, yet He has chosen to give it to undeserving people like me and you.  Ask 
God to change your heart toward a very difficult individual in your life and ask Him to 
help you show His love to that person in a meaningful way.  It may take some time, but 
what an amazing witness to the nature of God’s Kingdom when we can love those who 
have previously been our enemies! 


